“Truman and the Atom Bomb", ca. 1951. Subject File, Ayers Papers.
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When Teuman becams prealdent on April 12, 19#5 upon
the death of Praaidant Roocsevelt, he had no knbwledge of the
8ctual bomb projsct itself and his first infomratlon about
what was really being done came from Sagraetary of War Henry L.
Stimson on April 25th. :

Stimaon himself, was wirtual head of the pro jact :
and had been during ths years of 1its development as a military
weapon. BHtlmson had confarred Ifmquuntly with Predident Roodevalt
ﬂuring this period but his last meetlng with FDR had been on =
Mapok-15th. (See Stimaon hiogﬂphﬂ'.' "On Active Service." (Pg. 615) .
At that time He disoussed a memorandum FDA had sent him from an
unnamed "d lstinguished public servant who was fearful lest tha
Manhattan (atonic( project 'be & lemon'; 1t was an opinion common
"among those not fully informed. ....." The writer, alaraed at
rumora of extravaganse In the project, sugpssted they get & body of
outaid; sclantists to pass on the peject “baqausﬂ rumora ara golng
aroung that Vannsvar Bush and Jim Conant have so0ld the Prealdent
a lemon on the subjeot and ought to bs chsokdd up.'" Stimson
wharacterized it as a *Jitflary and narvous meucrandum and rather
a1lly" ana he gave the Prealdent a llat of solentists a_ tually

engaged in 1t.
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Ppuman's first conneoticn Wwith ths Doob projact - though
ha knew nothing of what the projsct %as = occurrsd long bafora

ha beoams Prasident. It was durlng his sepate service as s

mamber of the appropriations committes and as chalrman of .the
Sanate 5pecial Committes to Invastigate the Natlonal Defenos
Iragﬂﬁ - luimm as the "Truman Jommittes," when the first
appropriation for the projoot came bafora tha appropriations
aomnitt aal « In tAlks with the Prsslident on at lsaat m;u
ocoasiona: (May 5, 199;1 and August 65, 1951) ha told me of thia.
He said the appropriafion request 4id not discloae thul natura of
the project and, aa & result, he ordéred an investigator for his
apaolal gomulttes o 1nuk into it. In hls memoirs, -

Teuman says that he sent: 1mitlﬁﬂ.tﬂrﬂ inte Tennaagaa [onlr. Rldgs)
,and to the stats of Washington {Hangord) to rind out what the
anoHIMa unnutmtl.::l:fulld the ir purposs, Immedlately afterward
Beoretary Stimson callsd him anﬂ thay got togethey. BStlmaon did
mot tell hin what'the project mas but d1d tell him it ooncsrued

the topmost gecrat in the governmsnt snd that they wanted to
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go ahead without discloaing any information. On Btimson's
8ggurances, the Pre -amnt- gallad off hia investigatlon and dld
not go further 4nto the matter. (EAA talk, Aug. 6, 1951).

He told me (May 5, 1951) that he ru&w nothing about the bogb
projest itaelf until 8timeon went into it whth him on April 25,

1945, af tar ha had baocme presldent.

&

On, April 12, 1945, after the Cabinet met, so0on alftar

ha wasg sworn in at Ti09 Ip ._ni,_ Truman payd in h!.n mamolra , that-h

* Stimeon remained and said he.wanted Truman “tnj know about an
irmenss project that was under way = 4 project Llooking' to the
davelopmant of g_- naw axploslve of &lma;‘b unvallgvable dsstTuotlive

pomeT;" He says this left him puzzled but that “it was the first
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pit of ingormation that had come to me about the atomio bomb but

ba gave me no detalla.” He says it was not until the next day that
he waa told apough to glve him soms undsTatanding of the devalcpments

undal way., . |

April 13, 1945.

Pragident Truman's appointments werfaj
N 10115 = Secratary of State Stettindua,
11100 = Gan. Gaorge 0. Mapshall.
miral Hing.
miral Leahy.
Secretary of War Btimson.
Begretary of Navy Forfestal.
genaral Gllaas.
12:30 = To ths Oapltol for lunch.

2130 - Jamas F. Byrnes. .

Tha Prasidant -l-.n‘._l.d'm U:ugqst 6,1951) in 8 long acmesrsation,
mich of it about the atdmlo bomb, that it was, he thought, on dpril 13
thet Byrnae, who had bean Director of War Wobilization undeT Hoosevelt
. but had feaigned April 2, 1945 and was succasded by Frad W.Vinson, who
had succesdad Bypnss as Hesad of the Office of Egonomio Stabllization,
and ‘-'limnn and told him ror the ‘[i‘l'l.t. time amthin,-s about the projsct b
" ana ttn_purpuﬂq# Vingon's name doces not appear on the ?Fﬂﬂlﬂ.ﬂlltlﬂk
appolntment liat iur that day.« {I:Ih-uk thia) .
. Byrnaa had knmm of the htun;iu bomh pro,?uu'h for scme Lima
btut in his book "peaking Frankly" (Page 257) he said he 414 not
remember Just when Roogevelt told him about it. He believes it waa

the summer of 1943, . : .
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bit of ingormation thnt bad gome to me about tha atomlo bomb but

" he gave me no details.” He gays it was nnt uatil the mext dmy that

he was told encugh to give him some undﬂ'atﬂnﬂlna of the developments

unde™ way,

4pril 13, 1945. . - A,

Pragidant !r'umm a appointments nrﬂ
10115 = 3waratary of 3tate ahttmua.
11#00 - Qan. Gaor « Uarghall. .
Agniral King.
Adniral Leahy. g
segratary of Var Stimione
Jeoratary of Navy Forraatal. '
qemlm;l. Gllea, o
1:;30 = 7o the Uapitol for lunch. ;

T 213 = Jamss F. Byrnoge

: The Prasident told me (4dugust 6,1951) in a long -ua-w-tiun,'
much of it about the atomle bowb, that 1t wad, he thought, on. ipril 13
that Byinos, who Liad besn Dirastor of War licbilization. undor iloouevelt
but hnﬁ*t'qa:.gmd 19;11 2, 1945 und mao oueoasdad b;r Frad M Jinson, who
bad sucosadsd B.n-mn a8 Wand of the Offlce of .I.honunln btﬂbill:mtl.nn.
and Vingon and tn].d hia for the firut time sowething about tha project
and itus purpoas, Vingon's nase doas: not sppear on t,h- Prealdent's
appointment 1iat for that day. (Chedok this).

Byrnss had known of the atomnle bomb prolect for some tlme
but in his book “Wpeaking Frankly® {!ig!a 257) he sald he 41d not
renenbar Just 'lrh;lnl Itoosavalt told him sbout it, Ho bellaven 1t waa
the dummer of 1943, ,
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Apr. 12, 1945: After Cabinet met, HST says
Stimeon remalned and told him he wanted Truman
"to know about an lmmense projlect that was
under way - a project looking to the development
of a8 new exnlosive of almost unbelievable
destructive power." H3T says it left him
puzzled, that "it was the flrst bilt of informa=-
tion that had come to me about the atomic boub
but he gave me no details." He says it was not
untll the next day that he waa told enough to
give him some understanding of the developments
under WwWay.

Tells also how "many months before, as sart
of the work of the Committee toInvestgate the
Hatlonal Defense rrogram, of whch he was chalirman
hes gant investigators into Tennessee and to
the state of Washington to find out what certailn
enormous constructiona wers and what thdr
purpcse was, Stimscn then came tp mee him and
sald he could not tell Truman what it was, but
it waa the greatest project in hidory of ths
world and was most top Becret. A8 a result
Truman says he called off his investigators,

The next day, Truman writes, James F, Byrnes
came to see him and told him a few detalls = that
they were perfecting an explosive great enough
to destroy the whole world. (Check Byrnes version
in his book).

He says Leahy was with him at the time and
that Leahy predicted the bomb never would go off,
Truman alsc says it was later "When

Vannevar Bush, head of the Office of Scientific
Research and Development came to the %Whila

House, that I was given a sclentist's version of
the atomic bomb." (ChecW appointments and date
when Bush came to White house){Aldo Check Leahy's
b0k and veralon."



