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Attachoed are two copies of thtﬂstltummt which has

Dear Mr. Preaidant:

been prepared for relemse by you £5 soon s the new weapon is
used, This is the statemsnt dbout which I esbled you :1Ln.tt- aight.

The reason for the paltn is that I vas inlormed eoly
yestarday that, weather permitting, it is likely that the

* weapon will be used as early ws August lat, Pacific Ogean
Tims, which as you lmow is & good many hours shead of Wash-
ington time.

This message and inclosure are being brought to you
by Lt. B. G. Arneson, whom Secretary Byrnes will recognize as
the Seoretary of the Interim Committee, appointed with your
approval,to study verious features of the development and use
of the atomic bomb. 4

Falthfully yours,

Tk

Seoretary of Tar.

Eedtlif)
EAG L

The Honorabls

The President. |51E5?Eﬂiﬂl_ﬂ=ﬂnq.ﬂﬂ



Draft of 30 July 1945.

hours ago an Americon mirplane dropped ooe bomb

.. and destroyed its usefulness to the snomy.

That bomb hes more power than 20,000 toos of T.H.T. It has more
than two thousand times the blast power of the Eritish "§rend Slax”
vhich is the largest bomb ever yet used in the histoery of warfars.

The Japansse bagan the war from the air at Pearl Harber.
Thay heave been repald meny fold. And the ond iw not yet. With
this bemb we have now nddesd o now mnd rewvolutionary increase inm
destruction to supplement the growing power of our armed foroes.
‘In thelr present form thess bosbs are now in predustion and even
more powerful forms are in developmsnt.

It 15 sn stomie bomb. It is o harnsssing of the besilas
power of the universe. The force from which the sun draws its
power has bean locsed against those who brought war to the Far
Enst.

Bafore 1939, it was the accepted beliel of scientista
that it was theorstioally poszible to relesss atomic energy. ]
But oo coo knew amy practical method of dodng it. By 1842, :
however, we knew that the Germans were working fevarishly to
fiod & way to add atomie energy to the other engines of war with
which they hoped to soslave ths world. But they failed. We

ooy be grateful to Providence that the Germans got the V-1's
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and the V=2's late and in limited quantities and even more grateful
thot thoy did mot get the atomic bomb at all.

The battle of the loboratories held fateful risle for
us as woll a5 the battles of the air, leand mnd sea, mod we have
now won the battls of the laboratories as we have won the other
tattles.

Begioning in 1840, befors Pearl Herbor, sclentific
knowledge useful in war was pooled between the Unlted States
and Great Britain, and many priceless halps to our victoriss
1'I.l!-'ﬂ"ll oome from that arrengement. Under that general polioy the
ruu;rnh on the atomic bomb was begun. TWith Amsriosn and British
solentists worlkdng together we entered the rece of discovery
against the Germans.

The United States had mvailable the large number of
scientists of distinction in the many needed areas of kmowledge.
It hoad the tremendous industrial and financisl rescurces necessary
for the project snd they could be devoted to it without undus
impairment of other wital war work. In the United States the
laboratory work mnd the production plants, on which & substamtial
start had already been made, would be out of reach of enemy
bosbing, while at that time Briteln was exposed to oconstant air
attack and was stlll threatemesd with the possibility of inwvasion.
For these reasons Prime Minister Churchill and Fresident Hoosewelt

sgresd that it was wise to carry on the project here. We now
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hawe two great plants end many lesger works devoted to the produs-
tien of atomle power. Employment during peak gonstruction numbered
126,000 and over 85,000 individuals are sven now sngagsd in operat-
Ing the plants. Kooy have worked thers for two and a half years.
Fow lmow what they have been producing. They seo great quantities
of material golog in end they see nothing coming out of these plants,
for the physical size of the explosive charge is exessdingly small.
Tio have spont two blllioo dollara on the greatest sclentific gashle
in histery =-- and won.

But the greatest marvel is not the size of the enterprise,
ite ssoreoy, nor ite cost, but the mochlevement of scientifie brains
in putting topsther infinitely complex pleces of Imowlsdge hald
by many men in different Tlelds of sclence into = workabls plan.

Ard hardly less marvellous has beon the capacity of industry to
dogipgn; and of labor o operate, the machines end methods to do
things never dome befores so that the brein child of many minds

cams forth in physical shape and performed as 1t was supposed

to do. Both solence and industry worked under the directlon of

the United States Army, which mchieved a wnigue susceas in !
managping so diverse n problem in the advancement i:'lt imowledge

in an amazingly short time. It is doubtful if such enother
combinaticon could bo got together in the world. What has boen
done is the greatest achievemsnt of orpanized solence in histery.

It was dome under high pressure and without fellure.

W B Cle
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We are now prepared to obliterste more rapidly and
I completely every productive enterprise the Japenese have above
ground in any city. We shell destroy thelr decks, their factorles,
and their communications. Let there be mo mistake; we shall com-
pletely destroy Jepan's power to make war. -

It was to spare the Japanese people from utter de-
ptruction that the ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam.
Their leaders promptly rejected that ultimatum. If they do
rot mow eccept our terms they may expect & ralsm of raln frem
the air, the like of which has never been seen oo this sarth.

* Pehind this sir attack will follow sea and land forces in such

numbers end power as they have not yet seen and with the fighting
skill of which they are alresdy well awars. :

The Secretary of War, who has kept in personal touch
with all phases of the project, will jsmedistely make public &
gtatement glving further detalls.

His statement will gilve facts ¢um.=nrnd._ng the pltes at
Cak Rldge mear Knoxville, Tennesses, and at Richland near Pasco,
Washington, and an installation pear Santa Fe, New Mexico. ﬂﬁhuuh
this workers at the sites bave been miking msterisls to be uaed
in producing the mtn'h#dutmtiﬂ force in history they have
pot themseslves been in danger beyond that of many other ocoupa-
tions, for the utmost cars has been takenm of thelr pafety. A
geiantific raport of the project will bs made public tomorrow.
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The fact that we can releass atomic emergy ushars in
A new era in man's understanding of nature's forces. <Atomic
anergy may in ths future supplement the power that now comea
from coal, oil, end falling water, but at present 1t cannot be
produced on & basle to compeste with them commercielly. Befiore
that comes there must be & long period of intensive resesarch.

It has never basn the habit of ths sclentists of this
country or the policy of this Government to withhold from the
world sclsnzifie tuml]:qd.gu._ Mormally, thersfore, averything
about the work with atoalc snergy would be made public.

F * But under present clrcumstances it is not intended to
divulge ths technical processes of production or all the military
applications, pending furtber examinatlon of posslble methods

of protecting us and the rest of the world from ths danger of
godden destruction.

I shall recommend that the Congress of the United
Btates consldesr promptly the astablishment of an appropriatas
comzission to control ths production apd uwze of atomlc powsr i
within the United States. I shall give further comsideration
and make furthar recommendations to the Congress as to how atomio
power can bacome A powerful and forceful influence towards the

maintenance of world peacs.
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1. Page 3, line 2, suggest adding "whereas at that
ting Britain was axposed to constant air attack and was

gtill threatened with the posslbility of iovasion.®

2. Fage &, line 6, for the words "unless or until
sons method of conmtrol can .h deviaed that wlll protect us®
puggest "pending furthsr sxamimation of posaible msthods of pre-
tecting us®.
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T=p hours ago an Aosrican mirplans dropped ons bosb on
the=fgprraei-jlaval _bage and destrayed ite usefulneszs to the
qmty.[mt boal was many timss sa destructive as nny boab {..I.n-..-.-ql'd-
ever before dropped by amy alr ferce. It was the equlvelsnt
in blest powsr to the totel aggregate blast power of all the
bombs of & full scale B-29 rtivglj =

Thae Japansss begsn ths war from the alr at Fearl Harbor.

Mﬂ-il-lt
They bave been repald athouwsamifold. And the end is mot yet.
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increass 1o destructlon to supplesant ths growing power of

i, Aragd
o our arzsd forces. In mﬁprnlnt- forn s, boabs are hﬁm-
duction and ful forms in devel - -
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solentints that it was theoretically possible to releass atomio
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energy. But no one koew amy practical method of doing it.

By 1942, bowever, we knew that the Germans were working

feverishly to find a way to add atomlc energy to tha other

engines of war with which they hoped to enalave the world.

But they failed. We may be grateful to Providence that the

Gormans got tha ¥-1'a mand the V-2'as late and ih limited

quantities and even more grateful that they did not get the ::-."EH-

atomic bomb at all, : et -,;l
i

The battle of the laboratorlies held fateful ricks for

us as well ag the battles of the sir, land and sea, and we baswe

won the battle of the laboratories as -i::?n the other battles.
Beginning in 1940, before Pearl Harbor, scientifisc know-

ledge useful in war wes pooled between the United States and

Great Britain, and sany pricelsss helps to our victorles hava

coms from that arrangement. Under that genaral policy the

research on the atomic bomb was begun. With American and

British sclentists working together wa entsred the race of

discovery against the Germans. '
The Unlted States had avallable the large numbsr of

sclentists of distinetion in the many nesded arsas of know-

ledge. It had the tremsndous industrial and financial re-

sources necessary for ths project and they could be devoted

to it witbout undus impairment of other vital war work. Inm

the United States the laboratory work and the productlion
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plants, on which & substantial start had already besn made,

would be out of reach of ensmy hulhin;ﬂr-r_; these reascns T‘F
the Priss Winlster of Great Erltaln and Presldent Roosevelt P ]
agreed that it was wise to carry on the project here. We """t’ " I
pow have two great plants and many lesser works devoted to
the production of atomic power. Employment during peak con-
struction nuabared 125,000 and over 65,000 individusls are
aven now sngaged in ai;mrntln.g the plants. Mamy have worked
there for two and a half years. Few know what they have besn
producing. They sas great qu.l:;.titi.-n of materisl golng in
.,bl.nd they see nothing coming out of these plante, for tha
phyeical size of the explosive chargs ls exceedingly small. ”:-'

We have gpent two billion dollars on the grsatest sclentific ‘f:'““'*‘:';

gambls in history — and won. ) But the greatsst marvel ls mot

the sizs of ths enterprise, its secrecy, mor its cost, but

the achievement of sclentific braine in putting togethasr
infinitely complex pleces of knowledge held by many men in
different [ields of sclence into a workable plan. And hardly
less marvellous has been the capaclty of industry to deadgao,
and of labor to operate, the machines and msthods to do things
pever done before so that t.hu_brd.nuhﬂdﬁruwu.inﬁlm
forth in physical shaps and perforsed as 1t was supposed t-n- da.
Both proups worksd under the direction of the Unlted States
,ln;.r: which schieved a unlque guccess in managing o0 diverse

ellecing |
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& prebles in the advancessnt of knowledge in an asazingly
short tize.” It ls doubtful if such another combination
oould be got together in the world. What hay besn dons in
the greatsst achievement of organizsd seiemse in histeory.
It was dops under high pressure and without fallure.

fa nrs now prepared to obliterate” more rapldly and
completely every produstive enterpriss the Japanese have

above ground in agy clty. We can desstroy thelr dodks, l..-.n.-.n- M;.-n"l-b!l‘:ﬂ:

their factories, and their comsunicatlons.

ama b Apens AIAL it .uJil-h-

Mm
Baiid. Thelr rulans-paid=seciosd. umm

thn-y.tp-utlninafruurmthlu:.thuhnrm




tary'y n..,rj LT B0, [HSY, Bee. NEI nad 500 gr (0
Ml H=1) . DR

=
—_——

Logd. of Bl aibed, Aug. 19, 1002
py LT A, WA D2 TS

Tl d s ain affide weur
has nsver beso mesn oo this sarth, foiioredebiebbeiabenni
Sag owedl I
A land forces sfstiosledbeioibetes 16 such punbers and powar

a5 they have not yet sesn and with the fighting akill of
which they are already wall aware.
The Sscratary of War, who has kept in parsomal teuch
with all phases of the project, will imsedistely make public
His statement will give facts comcerning t%ﬂn
Phasks at Oak Rldgs near Encaville, Tenossseo; and at Richland

& ptatemsnt glving further details.

near Pasco, Washington, mnd an installstion pear Santa Fe, New
Maxice. Although the workers at the :u-il‘l“ been making
matorinls to ba used in produsing the greatest destructlive
force in history ther have not themselves besn ln danger
beyond that of many other cccupations, for the utmost cars . 2ried
bas been taken of their safety. A sclentiflc report of the el
project will be made public tomorrow.

The fact that we can reloase atomis energy ushers in a
mew era in man's understanding of mature's forces. Atomic
snergy may in the futurs supplement the power that now comsa
from coal, oll, and falling water, but at present it canmot
ba produced on & bmadls to comspete with thes commsrcially.
Bef'ors that comes thars must be o long period of intemsive

research.
It has pever been the habit of the scientists of this
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country or the policy of 4l Governsent to withhold from
the world solemtific knowledge. Horsally, therefore, evary-
thing about the work with atomlo snergy would be made public.

But under present clroumstonces 1t 1o oot iotended to
divalgs tha tu'hniul processes of mth&mm '{1 .
uum n|:|-|:m2!.;1.4:1l.Il:-}.i:lnl.,'l
L_h-d-ﬂlﬂ—mmt-ﬁl and the rest.of ths world
from the danger of sudden deatruction.

I phall recommend that the Congress of the Unitesd States
conslder prospily the essteblisghment of an sppropriate cozmmimsiom
to contrel the produstion and use of atomic powsr within tha
Uoited Bh;hh I ghall "give further cooslderatlon and make
furthsr recossendations to the Congress ae to how atomis power
con become & powerful and forceful influsoce towards thes sain-

b

tenance of world peace. ik
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